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We are here to stay: Catholic ed uca t i o n boss says 
 
Despit e med ia sp ecu l at io n on scho o l clo su r e s, Catholi c edu ca t i on is st ron g an d here to st ay, says 
Catholi c Educat i o n Melbou rne Actin g Execut i ve Direct o r, Jim Miles.  
 
‘Ill- info r m ed con je ct u re by some  out le t s regard i ng the viab i l it y of Catholi c sch o o l s with en ro l me nt 
decli n e is feed in g un ce rta i n t y in some sch oo l commu n it i e s’, Mr Miles said.  
 
‘Hardwo r ki n g Catholi c  sch o o l prin ci p a l s wh o are makin g a real dif fe r en ce to th eir commu n it i e s and 
to shap in g th e live s of so man y you n g Victorians are bein g chase d by jou rna l i st s ou t for a sco op th at 
ju st isn ’t comin g.’  
 
Mr Miles said th at th e Catholi c sect o r was sad de ne d by t h e Presen t at i o n Sisters decisi o n to clo se 
Present a t io n College Win d so r, but th at th is did not ref le ct th e bro ad e r situ a t i on in Catholi c scho o ls 

new leade r s are breath i ng lif e int o th eir sch oo l commu n it i e s an d tu rn in g aro u nd en ro l me nt s.’  
 
‘Inst e a d of talki n g down sch o o l commu n it i e s an d un de r m i n in g paren t s’ con f i de n ce in their cho ice of 
Catholi c ed u cat i o n, sin gle -sex ed u ca t io n or a comb i n at i o n of both, commen t at o r s sh o u ld pau se to 
try and und e r st an d th e in d ivi du a l circu m st a n ce s of sch oo l commu n it i e s.’  
 
‘Wh at might be tru e in on e sch oo l is un like l y to be tru e in an ot h e r ’, Mr Miles said.  
 
Mr Miles also said th at Catholi c Educat i on Melbou rn e works wit h all sch oo l s to en su r e th ey have a 
viab l e fut u r e.  
 
‘Catho li c ed u cat i o n has a numb e r of pro ce sse s in place –  marke t in g train ing, acce ss to demo gr a ph i c 
pro f i le s and syste m i c frame wo r ks –  to add re ss and arre st en ro l me nt declin e wh ere nece ssa r y’, said 
Mr Miles.  
 
‘We are commi tt ed to worki n g wit h all scho o l commu n it i e s to delive r a quali t y Catholi c edu ca t i on to 
th eir stu d en t s.’  
 
‘We are also min df u l of ou r commit m en t s to bot h th e Victorian and Australi a n gove rn m en t s to 
delive r edu ca t i on a l an d commu n it y valu e for the in ve st m en t th ey make in Catholi c scho o l s.’  



 

Media Release W e are her to s tay: Catholic educati on boss says  P: 2       

 
Like everyo n e in th e Catholi c ed u ca t io n communi t y, we’re sad d en e d th at Present a t io n College 
Win d so r (PCW) will be clo si n g at th e end of th e 2020 schoo l year.  
 
We kno w th is was a diff icu l t decisi o n for th e Presen t at i on Sisters, and not on e take n light l y.  
  
Catholi c Educat i o n Melbou rne will cont i nu e to pro vi d e su p po r t t o th e College and it s commu n it y 
over th e next 18 month s.  
 
We will be worki n g to ensu r e th at all PCW stu de nt s seeki n g to cont i nu e their Catholi c ed u ca ti o n 
af t e r th e College clo se s at th e end of next year will be acco m m o d at ed in an o th e r of ou r sch o o l s from 
t h e begin n in g of 2021.  
 
Further information: Michael Pountney, Acting Assistant Director, 0409 860 884 




