
The Future is Listening - Catholic education community 
gather s in Melbourne for national conference  

Over 1,300 delegates including educators, clergy and religious, students, parents, academics 
and others will gather in Melbourne next week (4-7 September) for the 2022 National Catholic 
Education Conference. 

National Catholic Education Commission (NCEC) Executive Director Jacinta Collins says this is 
the first time in six years that a national gathering will be held. 

'We’re very excited to have the opportunity to come together after the pandemic delayed our 
conference by two years,’ Jacinta said. ‘While 95 per cent of delegates will be attending in 
person, we are also offering virtual participation to cater to those who prefer not to travel at this 
time.’ 

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) Executive Director Jim Miles says he looks 
forward to welcoming delegates to Melbourne. 

‘We are delighted to co-host this significant event with the NCEC and play a key role in helping 
shape a bold and ambitious future for the students, staff and families who make up our Catholic 
school communities across the country,’ he said. 

‘Catholic schools give Australian families the choice of a high quality, faith-based, holistic and 
affordable education.’ 

The full range of topics to continuously improve outcomes for our students and families will be 
covered across the three day program, including Catholic identity and mission, leadership and 
governance, learning and teaching, student wellbeing, 



 

Catholic education on a global stage will be the focus of a panel discussion moderated by 
Emeritus Professor Greg Craven AO with Durham University's Dr Medi Ann Volpe, Scottish 
Catholic Education Service director, Barbara Coupar, and secretary general of the International 
Office of Catholic Education, Philippe Richard. 

Renowned broadcaster Geraldine Doogue AO will be our Master of Ceremonies for the 
conference and will moderate a number of In Conversation panel sessions on Catholic identity, 
school improvement, teacher workforce and governance.  

‘This is just a taste of over 60 keynotes, panels and sessions across a wide range of topics for 
educators, leaders, parents and all those involved in Catholic education,’ Jacinta said. 

Catholic schools are a significant partner alongside government in educating Australia’s 
children. 
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